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raising the position of women. Moreover, while this
peculiar training was artificial and worldly, by that very
tendency it did much to counteract the " otherworldly"
ideal of monasticism and the general asceticism of the
period. It encouraged an activity in earthly affairs and a
frank enjoyment of this life, and thus helped to develop
a striking characteristic of the Renaissance.

LATER TYPES OF MEDIEVAL SCHOOLS
A most important influence in producing a transition
from medieval to modern times is found in the increase
of commerce and industry during the later Middle Ages.
From the Roman days down, trade had never died
out in Western Europe, especially Italy, despite the
injuries wrought by barbarian invasions, as the nobles
had always need of luxuries, and the Church of articles
of utility in its services. But the demand for vessels
and transports during the Crusades, and the desire for
precious stones, silks, perfumes, drugs, spices, and porce-
lain from the Orient afterward, gave a special impulse to
commercial and industrial activity.
The people of Europe now began to think of what
articles others outside their own little groups might want
in exchange for these luxuries, and to strive to produce
such commodities. They also undertook themselves to
make some of the new articles, such as light and gauzy
cotton and linen fabrics, silks, velvets, and tapestries.
Thus the means of communication between the Euro-
pean states was greatly facilitated, new commercial routes
and new regions were opened, geographical knowledge was
increased, navigation was developed, maritime and mer-
cantile affairs were organized, manufactures and industries